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f=-:i [57] ABSTRACT 

slli A power management mechanism for use in a computer 

system having a bus, a memory for storing data and instnic- 
tions, and a central processing unit (CPU), The CPU runs an 

'L, operating system having a power management virtual device 

y driver (PMVxD) responsible for performing idle detection 

for devices. The PMVxD performs idle detection using 

:p event timers that provide an indicator as to the activity level. 

[7^ The PMVxD places idle local devices in a reduced power 

consumption state when no activity has occurred for a 
predetermined period of time. 
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